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Description of the School 
 

 
The Southwest Virginia Governor's School (SWVGS) is one of only nineteen Academic 
Year Governor's School in Virginia. SWVGS gives students the opportunity to take 
responsibility for their learning, develop their identities, and prepare for their futures. 
SWVGS provides challenging academic courses as well as chances to participate in real 
world opportunities while encouraging students to explore connections between 
mathematics, science, and technology. All students have the experience of conducting and 
presenting an independent research project and learn how to make contributions to the 
scientific community. The experience of being a Governor's School student reaches beyond 
the classroom. Students leave with more than just knowledge because the SWVGS 
motivates students to compete and stretch beyond previous limits. SWVGS prepares 
students for future academic competition in college, shortens time to undergraduate degree 
completion, and prepares students for math and science careers. 
 

 
The core curriculum at SWVGS is designed to meet the needs of students with aptitude 
and interest in science and mathematics. The Governor's School provides challenges to 
gifted students while cultivating intellectual growth, fostering dedication to academic 
discipline, and developing skills in research. All students are required to be enrolled in at 
least one lab-based course and one nonelective mathematics course each semester. 
Certain courses such as statistics, study skills, career education, and science and 
technology seminar and project are required for all SWVGS students. Students earn a 
minimum of six high school credits in their two years at SWVGS, three in their junior year 
and three in their senior year. The accelerated, differentiated, and enriched science and 
mathematics curriculum allows students to earn an average of 55 college credits at no cost 
to students or families. 
 
 
To receive a certificate certifying successful completion of program requirements of the 
Southwest Virginia Governor's School with seals from the Virginia Academic Year 
Governor's School program and the National Consortium of Specialized Secondary 
Schools for Mathematics, Science, and Technology, a student must earn passing grades 
for the semester/year in the following: 
 

• Study Skills 

• Career Education 

• College Statistics 

• Science and Technology Seminar and Project (Junior and Senior Year) 

• A lab-based science course (Junior and Senior Year) 

• A mathematics* course (Junior and Senior Year) 

• Senior Year math/science elective 
 
 
* Elective math courses alone are not sufficient to fulfill this requirement. 
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Course Descriptions 
 

The following four listings describe the classes students will be required to take at 
the Governor’s School, should they be accepted to attend. 
 
 

Career Education 
The career education course is held in the spring semester of a student’s junior year.  This 
course is an opportunity to explore various opportunities available that are related to 
scientific research, and applications of scientific knowledge.  Students research careers 
and write summaries about the careers of current practicing scientists and engineers.  The 
internship program is also part of this course.  Students earn one college credit from New 
River Community College (NRCC) for this one semester course. 
 

Statistics I and II 
This two-semester research course introduces students to the fundamentals of scientific 
research, scientific writing, hypothesis formation, software for data analysis, information 
retrieval, statistical analysis, data presentation, and multimedia presentations.  This course 
emphasizes selection of appropriate statistical techniques, calculation of statistics using a 
graphing calculator, statistical software such as JMP, and Excel, as well as the 
interpretation of results.  Three dual-enrollment college credit hours are earned from NRCC 
per semester.  
 

Science and Technology Seminar and Project 
This course serves as an exploration of scientific and engineering research.  The primary 
goal is to provide a comprehensive overview of the wide variety of research disciplines and 
the vast career opportunities associated with research.  The process of research and 
design will be reviewed.  Ethical issues in research will also be introduced.  Successful 
completion and presentation of a science or engineering project is required in order for 
credit to be granted for the course.  The three earned credits from NRCC for this course will 
be awarded at the end of the spring semester of students’ junior and senior years. 
 

Study Skills 
This course educates students on the need for study strategies, types of study techniques 
that can be implemented, how to assess their own learning styles, and how to create an 
overall plan that will help them to increase their academic success.  This course aims to 
help students adjust to their new learning environment.  Students will become more self-
aware, learn to set goals, practice time management, practice effective note taking, and 
learn the importance of reading and comprehension.  Two college credit hours from NRCC 
are earned in this one semester class.  
 
 
 
The following pages list descriptions of classes students may elect to take at the 
Governor’s School, should they be accepted to attend.  Each student takes at least 
one main math course and one main basic science course each year while attending 
SWVGS. 
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Science 

The science curricula are designed to build a strong foundation in the basic sciences, while also providing students 
with the knowledge necessary to conduct research investigations and to understand and appreciate the connections 
among different fields of science as well as the interdisciplinary nature of advanced scientific explorations. 
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Math 

The study of mathematics is highly differentiated to meet the varied needs and interests of the students served. An 

exhaustive range of courses is offered with a focus on ensuring students develop strong math skills, independent 

of a calculator, so that they are able to complete required calculations in a given field of science or research. 
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Career Development 
 

Students develop skills in active learning, consistent study practices, and time-management to maximize their 
success. They also shadow someone in an occupation that interests them during the eight week junior 
internship program. This opportunity assists students in finalizing college major choices and, for many, 
cements their decision to pursue a science and math related career. 
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SWVGS is More Than Just a School 
 
SWVGS leads students to solve math problems independent of a calculator or other 
devices. Students are encouraged to understand and practice the steps of completing 
calculations by hand. Development of proficiency in solving fractions, equations, factoring, 
etc. is a high priority. Students are asked to use mathematics to analyze data, understand 
scientific principles, and explore relationships among different fields of knowledge. 
Knowledge of basic facts and proficiency in applying basic skills allow students to 
understand what they are doing, make connections, and give meaningful interpretations of 
their results. Understanding how to use a variety of mathematical tools independent of a 
calculator gives students the self-confidence to think for themselves, analyze new and 
more complex problems, determine appropriate strategies for solving those problems, and 
then apply those strategies. Thinking conceptually, using logical reasoning, and making 
connections are skills that lead to success not only in SWVGS math and science classes, 
but also in college classes and in the workplace. 
 
At SWVGS, there is a focus on understanding the process of science and the use of the 
scientific method to reveal new knowledge. Students are required to take the Science and 
Technology Seminar and Project course each year they attend SWVGS and all students 
complete independent research projects each year. Additionally, the process of scientific 
discovery and the impact of significant discoveries are discussed within specific science 
courses. Experience with research develops critical thinking and problem solving skills, 
skepticism and curiosity about the world, ability to acquire and apply knowledge, joy of 
discovery, persistence, time management skills, a strong work ethic, and intellectual 
integrity, as well as collaborative, leadership, and communication skills. 
 
The SWVGS compacted curriculum model is designed to challenge gifted students. Faculty 
members work to actively engage students in learning through demonstrations, projects, 
lab experiments, and group experiences. Development of problem solving and critical 
thinking skills are emphasized as students complete their dual-enrolled courses alongside 
peers with comparable interests, skills, and goals. 
 
Governor's School students are part of a community of similarly motivated and talented 
learners. Students embrace the accepting, supportive, and encouraging atmosphere at 
SWVGS and enjoy being in classrooms filled with other students who are invested in 
academic achievement. 

 

 
Grading 

 
A two semester, four quarter grading system is used at SWVGS; grade reports listing 
number and letter grades are distributed to students, parents, and home high school 
counselors four times each year.  Semester letter grades are reported to NRCC and RU; 
these become part of official college transcripts. Because the school population is highly 
motivated and is selected via a competitive admissions process, the majority of the 
students are clustered near the top of the grading scale. Class rank is not determined. 



P a g e  | 9 

 

Revised January 2024 

Application for Admission to the 

Southwest Virginia Governor’s School for Science, Mathematics and Technology 
 

Admission Process 
 

Note:  Please read these instructions in full before completing this application. 
 

Students are required to obtain a nomination to the school.  Applications may also be 
initiated by school personnel, parents, or community leaders.  A checklist for students, 
counselors, and math/science teachers is provided on the following page. 
 

Selection 
 
A selection committee from each school district reviews all data about each applicant.  
Selection criteria considered by the screening committee may include: 
 

1. Standardized test scores:  90th percentile or above 
2. SOL scores 500 or greater are ideal 
3. Ability score:  90th percentile or above 
4. DAT/Stanford Scores (If available): Abstract Reasoning score above average 
5. High science or mathematics course grades 
6. PSAT/SAT Scores: 90th percentile or above 
7. Consistent Attendance Record 
8. Teacher and Counselor Recommendations 
9. Mathematics preparation:  Completion of Algebra I and Algebra II  

                                             (completion of Geometry is preferred, but not required) 
 
Students, as well as parents, may visit the Governor’s School location for a tour of 
classroom spaces at New River Community College used by SWVGS.  Finalists and 
alternates are chosen by the selection committee in each school division.  No review of the 
selection committee’s assessment of students is done by the Director of the Governor’s 
School unless the Director is invited to interview applicants. 
 
 

Application Considerations 
 

Interested students should: 

• Currently be enrolled in a participating public school division 

• Have high scores on achievement and/or aptitude tests 

• Exhibit above-average school performance in most subjects and superior  
performance in science and mathematics 

• Exhibit evidence of intellectual curiosity, analytical thinking, and imagination 

• Demonstrate the extent to which they have taken advantage of opportunities or 
have overcome lack of opportunities in the local school/community  

• Show evidence of aptitude, potential, and strong interest in science and           
mathematics   

• Have a sincere desire to attend SWVGS 
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How to Apply 

 
 
Here is what you need to do: 
 
 

1. Complete the Student Application Form (page 11).   
Please print legibly in ink to complete the top portion of the form. Please 
type your responses to questions 1-4 found at the bottom on page 11; 
then print and attach those responses to this application packet. 
 

2. Complete the applicable NRCC application online (see details below). 
 

▪ If you have not taken any dual enrollment courses through New River Community 
College (NRCC), go to  apply.vccs.edu  and complete an online application for 
admission. Select “Returning User” or “New User” as applicable and described below. 

o If you have previously applied to another Virginia Community College (WCC, for 
example), click on Returning User, log in with the same Username and Password 
you created previously, and proceed to apply to NRCC.  Be sure to complete all 
sections of the application. Then, do step 3 below. 

o If you have never applied to another Virginia Community College, click on New 
Users, create an account, and complete all sections of the application. Then, do 
step 3 below. 

▪ If you have previously taken courses with New River Community College, you 
will not need to do the online NRCC application, but you will need to complete 
the NRCC Parental Signature Page (see step 3 below). 

 
3. Complete the signed NRCC Parental Signature Page (page 13) and include your 

NRCC Student ID Number on that page (You will receive this NRCC number with the 
confirmation that you have successfully completed the online NRCC application.). 

 
4. Ask three (3) of your teachers - 1 math teacher, 1 science teacher, and  

1 teacher of any other subject of your choice - to provide recommendations for 
you using the Faculty Recommendation Forms (pages 19-24). You may remove 
those pages and give them to your teachers. 

 
5. Ask your school counselor to complete the Student Record Form and  

the School Recommendation Form (pages 15-16). 
 

6. Take the Student Application Form (page 11) with your attached typed responses 
along with the NRCC Parent Signature Form (page 13) to your school counselor. 
Confirm that your school counselor has received the three Faculty 
Recommendation Forms (pages 19-24) from your three selected teachers.  
 

7. Your school counselor will forward your completed application packet to your 
school system’s selection committee for completion of page 17. 
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 Student Application Form 

 
STUDENT’S FULL NAME_________________________________________BIRTH DATE________________________ 

 

CURRENT HIGH SCHOOL_________________________________SCHOOL DIVISION_______________________ 

 

HOME ADDRESS_________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                         P.O. BOX/STREET                                   CITY                            STATE                   ZIP 

 

STUDENT HOME TELEPHONE_____________________________ STUDENT CELL ____________________________ 

 

PARENT/GUARDIAN INFORMATION: 

NAME________________________________________________   RELATIONSHIP TO STUDENT________________ 

 

ADDRESS (IF DIFFERENT FROM ABOVE)_____________________________________________________________ 
  P.O. BOX/STREET                                   CITY                            STATE                   ZIP 

 

CELL NUMBER___________________________________EMAIL___________________________________________ 

 

 

NAME________________________________________________   RELATIONSHIP TO STUDENT________________ 

 

ADDRESS (IF DIFFERENT FROM ABOVE)_____________________________________________________________ 
  P.O. BOX/STREET                                   CITY                            STATE                   ZIP 

 

CELL NUMBER___________________________________EMAIL___________________________________________ 

 

 

PLEASE RESPOND TO THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: 
 

(Answers should be completed on a separate sheet of paper and attached to the Student Application.) 

 

 

1. What past experience have you had in working with science and mathematics?  How have 

you demonstrated your interest in these areas? 

 

 

 

 

2. Why do you want to participate in the Governor’s School? 

 

 

 

3. Describe a problem you have solved. It can be anything that is of personal importance to 

you, no matter the scale. Explain its significance to you and the steps you took to identify a 

solution. 

 

 

4. Please feel free to make any additional comments that you feel might support your 

application to the Governor’s School. 
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Please sign below to authorize the Southwest Virginia 
Governor’s School and New River Community College 
to enroll the applicant in dual-enrolled courses. 
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STUDENT RECORD 
 

TO BE COMPLETED BY STUDENT 
 

Student Name Birth Date _________ 

 

Current High School  ______________________________________________Current Grade Level____________ 

 

TO BE COMPLETED BY COUNSELORS 

 

Name of High School________________________________________School System  

 

Name of Counselor  Phone  

STANDARDIZED TEST RECORD 

Stanford 10 (if available) 

 

Total Math (Percentile)   

 

Total Science (Percentile)   

 

Total Reading (Percentile)   

 

          PSAT  (if available) 
 

                          Math           ____       

          Score  Date 
  
 

                          Evidence-Based                ____       

                          Reading & Writing                      Score   Date 

   
  

 

         SAT (if available) 
 

 Math             ____       

            Score  Date 
  
 

                            Evidence-Based                ____       

                            Reading & Writing                      Score   Date 

 

 

         Student ID Numbers 

 
                            Local Student ID Number:  ___________________________________________ 

 

 

                            State Testing ID Number:   ___________________________________________ 
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TO BE COMPLETED BY COUNSELORS 

 

 SOL 
 

 ENGLISH READING ___________ _____________ 

   Scores Date 

     

  WRITING ___________ _____________ 

   Scores Date  
 

   

 MATH ALGEBRA I ___________ _____________ 

   Scores Date  
   

  GEOMETRY ___________ _____________ 

    (if available) Scores Date 

    

  ALGEBRA II ___________ _____________ 

   Scores Date  
  

  

 SCIENCE            
   

  BIOLOGY ___________ _____________ 

  (if available) Scores Date  

 

  CHEMISTRY ___________ _____________ 

  (if available) Scores Date  

 

ACHIEVEMENT RECORD GPA   Class Rank  

 

 FINAL GRADES GRADE 9  1st SEMESTER         GRADE 10 

  

 Science Course _________Grade ____       Course ________________Grade______ 

  

 Math Course _________Grade ____       Course ________________Grade______ 

  

 English Course _________Grade ____       Course ________________Grade______ 

  

 Soc. Stu. Course _________Grade ____       Course ________________Grade______ 

  

 Other Course _________Grade ____       Course ________________Grade______ 

   

  Course _________Grade ____       Course ________________Grade______ 

   

  Course _________Grade                   Course ________________Grade______ 

   

  Course _________Grade ____       Course ________________Grade______ 

 
  

 If any courses listed above were dual enrolled courses, please include the VCCS course number. 
 

 

Signature of Counselor     
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TO BE COMPLETED BY STUDENT 
 

 

Student Name Birth Date _________ 

 

Current High School  ______________________________________________Current Grade Level____________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL RECOMMENDATION 
 

 

 

 Circle Response 
 

  LOW      HIGH 

  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

 

 Principal   Date   

 

  

 Counselor   Date   

 

  

 Superintendent   Date   

 

  

  

 

 

  

School Recommendation 
Recommendation 

SUMMARY: 
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DIRECTIONS FOR STUDENT: Complete the designated parts of this form.  Be sure to allow at least 

one week for the teacher to complete the recommendation form. 

 
TO BE COMPLETED BY FACULTY MEMBER MAKING RECOMMENDATION 

 
Please rate the candidate in the following categories by choosing the appropriate category.  
Consider students taught through your career and mark this student according to your experience. 
 

1. Shows desire and curiosity for 
learning 
 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

2.  Is self-disciplined in 
establishing and reaching goals 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

3.  Has a strong work ethic          
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

4.  Demonstrates effective study 
skills and work habits 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

5.  Completes high quality written 
work with attention to detail  

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

6.  Interacts well with other 
students and teachers 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

7.   Works toward group goals 
when in a subordinate position 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

8.   Influences others in a positive 
manner 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

9.  Demonstrates personal 
integrity 
 

         
 
Top 1% 
 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

10.  Communicates effectively in 
face to face discussion 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

FACULTY RECOMMENDATION 

TO BE COMPLETED BY STUDENT 
 

Student Name_______________________________________________________________ 
 
 

PLEASE RETURN TO THE DESIGNATED COUNSELOR BY__________________________ 

 

Continues on the back 
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COMMENTS:  Please address the following with examples; you may use a separate page. 
 
1.  Provide an example which illustrates the student as an achiever. 
 
 
 
 
2.  Describe the student’s potential for success at the Southwest Virginia Governor’s School. 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  Add any other comments which will help the selection committee make a decision about the student. 
 
 
 
 
 
Overall Faculty Member Recommendation: 
 
 
_____Recommend Highly _____Recommend _____Recommend with Reservations _____Do Not Recommend 
 
 
 
________________________________________     ____________________________________    _____________________  

                         Signature                                                          Subject Area                                      Date 

11.  Exerts maximum effort 
showing a strong desire to 
achieve in every field 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

12.  Sets high standards for own 
performance in a number of areas 
of activity 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

13.  Accepts criticism and makes 
improvements from it 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

14.  Adjusts to a demanding 
schedule of activities without 
neglecting school work 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

15.  Accepts full responsibility for 
own actions 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

16.  Persists when solving 
problems 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

17.  Seeks academic challenges 
beyond that required by normal 
course work 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

18.  Has aptitude and potential for 
successful study in math and 
science 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 
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DIRECTIONS FOR STUDENT: Complete the designated parts of this form.  Be sure to allow at least 

one week for the teacher to complete the recommendation form. 

 
TO BE COMPLETED BY FACULTY MEMBER MAKING RECOMMENDATION 

 
Please rate the candidate in the following categories by choosing the appropriate category.  
Consider students taught through your career and mark this student according to your experience. 
 

1. Shows desire and curiosity for 
learning 
 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

2.  Is self-disciplined in 
establishing and reaching goals 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

3.  Has a strong work ethic          
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

4.  Demonstrates effective study 
skills and work habits 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

5.  Completes high quality written 
work with attention to detail  

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

6.  Interacts well with other 
students and teachers 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

7.   Works toward group goals 
when in a subordinate position 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

8.   Influences others in a positive 
manner 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

9.  Demonstrates personal 
integrity 
 

         
 
Top 1% 
 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

10.  Communicates effectively in 
face to face discussion 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

TO BE COMPLETED BY STUDENT 
 

Student Name_______________________________________________________________ 
 
 

PLEASE RETURN TO THE DESIGNATED COUNSELOR BY__________________________ 

 

Continues on the back 

FACULTY RECOMMENDATION 
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COMMENTS:  Please address the following with examples; you may use a separate page. 
 
1.  Provide an example which illustrates the student as an achiever. 
 
 
 
 
2.  Describe the student’s potential for success at the Southwest Virginia Governor’s School. 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  Add any other comments which will help the selection committee make a decision about the student. 
 
 
 
 
 
Overall Faculty Member Recommendation: 
 
 
_____Recommend Highly _____Recommend _____Recommend with Reservations _____Do Not Recommend 
 
 
 
________________________________________     ____________________________________    _____________________  

                         Signature                                                          Subject Area                                      Date 

11.  Exerts maximum effort 
showing a strong desire to 
achieve in every field 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

12.  Sets high standards for own 
performance in a number of areas 
of activity 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

13.  Accepts criticism and makes 
improvements from it 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

14.  Adjusts to a demanding 
schedule of activities without 
neglecting school work 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

15.  Accepts full responsibility for 
own actions 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

16.  Persists when solving 
problems 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

17.  Seeks academic challenges 
beyond that required by normal 
course work 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

18.  Has aptitude and potential for 
successful study in math and 
science 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 



P a g e  | 23 

 

Revised January 2024 

 

DIRECTIONS FOR STUDENT: Complete the designated parts of this form.  Be sure to allow at least 

one week for the teacher to complete the recommendation form. 

 
TO BE COMPLETED BY FACULTY MEMBER MAKING RECOMMENDATION 

 
Please rate the candidate in the following categories by choosing the appropriate category.  
Consider students taught through your career and mark this student according to your experience. 
 

1. Shows desire and curiosity for 
learning 
 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

2.  Is self-disciplined in 
establishing and reaching goals 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

3.  Has a strong work ethic          
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

4.  Demonstrates effective study 
skills and work habits 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

5.  Completes high quality written 
work with attention to detail  

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

6.  Interacts well with other 
students and teachers 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

7.   Works toward group goals 
when in a subordinate position 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

8.   Influences others in a positive 
manner 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

9.  Demonstrates personal 
integrity 
 

         
 
Top 1% 
 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

10.  Communicates effectively in 
face to face discussion 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

TO BE COMPLETED BY STUDENT 
 

Student Name_______________________________________________________________ 
 
 

PLEASE RETURN TO THE DESIGNATED COUNSELOR BY__________________________ 

 

Continues on the back 
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COMMENTS:  Please address the following with examples; you may use a separate page. 
 
1.  Provide an example which illustrates the student as an achiever. 
 
 
 
 
2.  Describe the student’s potential for success at the Southwest Virginia Governor’s School. 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  Add any other comments which will help the selection committee make a decision about the student. 
 
 
 
 
 
Overall Faculty Member Recommendation: 
 
 
_____Recommend Highly _____Recommend _____Recommend with Reservations _____Do Not Recommend 
 
 
 
________________________________________     ____________________________________    _____________________  

                         Signature                                                          Subject Area                                      Date 

11.  Exerts maximum effort 
showing a strong desire to 
achieve in every field 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

12.  Sets high standards for own 
performance in a number of areas 
of activity 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

13.  Accepts criticism and makes 
improvements from it 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

14.  Adjusts to a demanding 
schedule of activities without 
neglecting school work 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

15.  Accepts full responsibility for 
own actions 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

16.  Persists when solving 
problems 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

17.  Seeks academic challenges 
beyond that required by normal 
course work 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 

18.  Has aptitude and potential for 
successful study in math and 
science 

         
 
Top 1% 

 
 
Top 10% 

 
 
Above 
Average 

 
 
Average 

 
 
Below 
Average 

 
 
Not Observed 


